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increased, the agricultural population diminished; the percent-
age of agriculturists fell from 53-7 of the population in 1860 to
41-2 in 1914. The dwindling of the agricultural population was
set off to some extent by improvement in the peasants' general
condition; and this might have been greater were it not that
prevalence of the scattered plots remained as an obstacle to
progress.

Striking features in the life of the country-side in the closing
years of the nineteenth century and in the beginning of the
twentieth century were the maintenance of small holdings, 85
per cent, of the farms being so classed; the increase of peasant
proprietors, the number of whom had gone up from i ,812,000
in 1862 to 2,199,000 in 1892; a diminution in the numbers of
metayer tenants and of farm labourers and the general disap-
pearance of the local craftsmen, the weavers, the smiths, the
potters, and the cobblers. The traditional gaiety of village life
seems also to have dwindled.

(c) Russia.

The Russian peasant story differs in all its main essentials
from that of England and of France.

Nevertheless Russia and France had in common that typical
feature of peasant life, the village commune. In the Russian
case this institution, the Mir, appears to have been built up out
of the primitive communities of families and kinsmen which
arc referred to elsewhere, whose group chiefs formed the coun-
cil that acting in conjunction with a general assembly directed
the larger community of the village. This council appears, up
to the end of the sixteenth century, in the days when the
peasants were free, to have been almost all-powerful within the
limits of the community, and even after serfdom became wide-
spread it continued to play an extremely important part in
village life. It survived the emancipation of the serfs in 1861,
and only lost its position in the years that followed the revolu-
tion of 1905, when the national policy was directed towards
establishing the peasants as individual owners of land. Up till
that time the council of the Mir exercised a general control